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Welcome to learn Japanese grammar absolute beginner. In this video series, you learn 
basic Japanese grammar patterns and phrases through easy to follow audio and visual 
cues. Here is what we will cover in this lesson. 


Ready? 


Let’s get started. 


Naomi: >U—-U»HOFGKA.. (Rari ja arimasen.) 


Eric: | am not Larry. All right, what’s the key point here? 


Naomi: C+D EtA. (ja arimasen.) The negative form of GF (desu). 


Eric: So the negative of GJ (desu) is Gléda'0 Kt A (de wa arimasen) which is the 
first way to say a negative form. There is three ways. What’s the second way, Naomi- 
sensei? 


Naomi: C +p OFA (ja arimasen) 


Eric: And all we did here was get that Gld (de wa) from Cip DEEA (de wa 
arimasen) and shorten it into Ù + (ja). And what’s the third way? 


Naomi: Ù ®7£U\GP (ja nai desu) 


Eric: And this is no less polite. It’s also polite but you just got the ġġ O EEA 
(arimasen) and you turned it into Z£U\ (nai). And 7£U\ (nai) is the casual version of & 0 
a tA (arimasen) but we attach €Y (desu) at the end. So it remains polite. So you can 
use it to anybody. All right and all of these expressions are polite. Are there any real 
differences in the way that you use them, Naomi-sensei? 


Naomi: | would say Cid D EEA (de wa arimasen) is the most polite expression. 


Eric: Do you ever define yourself using it? 


Naomi: In speaking? Not much. 


Eric: How about in writing? 


Naomi: Writing, | use it a lot. 


Eric: Okay Naomi-sensei, so let’s be a little negative here. 


Naomi: (£1 (hai) 


Eric: Translate all my sentences into negative 


AltOU—CS, (Watashi wa Ror desu.) 


Naomi: M(tOU—CGlkH OKA. (watashi wa Rori de wa arimasen.). 


Eric: (tO — CY., (Watashi wa Rori desu.) 


Naomi: M(tOU—-CUepHOKEA.. (Watashi wa Rori ja arimasen.) 


Eric: (tO — CY. (Watashi wa Rori desu.) 


Naomi: MltOU—-Ue7UVGS. (Watashi wa Rori ja nai desu.) 


Eric: And those are three ways of saying | am not Lori.in the same level of politeness. 


Naomi: U—-U» HOA. (Rari ja arimasen.) 


Naomi: 5 € A(A=BACU/e. (Udon wa san-byaku-en deshita.) 


Rebekah Let’s have a look at noun sentences and putting them in their polite past 
form. 


Naomi: 5 € A(d300H CUse. (Udon wa san-byaku-en deshita.) 


Rebekah This sentence, the Udon was 300 yen is a noun sentence and it’s in the past 
form. The polite past form. So if we were just going to say, the Udon is 300 yen, it 
would be 


Naomi: 5 € Al(¢300H CGS. (Udon wa san-byaku-en desu.) 


Rebekah Okay. So putting it in the past tense, what changes is the Desu on the end? 
It becomes, 


Naomi: GU fē (deshita) 


Rebekah This is pretty simple. So for example, if we were going to say $ 1 is 100 yen, 
we would say, 


Naomi: 1 FJL(t100A C. (Ichi-doru wa hyaku-en desu.) 


Rebekah But was there a time | think when $ 1 was worth a lot more yen? 


Naomi: (£U\, (Hai.) 360A‘. (San-byaku roku-jū-en kana.) 360 yen. 


Rebekah Okay, so how would we say the dollar was worth 360 yen, was being the past 
tense? 


Naomi: 1 FJL(¢360F9GU7e. (Ichi-doru wa san-byaku roku-jU-en deshita.) 


Rebekah Okay. So you can hear there that the Gd (desu) is becoming ŒL fē 
(deshita) to indicate past tense and this is polite past tense. All right, let’s look at just 
a couple more noun sentences in the polite past form. 


Naomi: TRF <II VP XUAACLIE. (Kenedi wa Amerika-jin deshita.) 


Rebekah Kennedy, you mean JFK? 


Naomi: Yeah. 


Rebekah Yeah | guess so. 


Naomi: Yeah. 


Rebekah So JFK was an American. 


Naomi: (U\. (Hai.) Since he has already passed away, | used GU žē (deshita). 


Rebekah Okay so if you were talking about President Bush, you would say, 


Naomi: €F. (desu.) 


Rebekah So | think you probably get the picture now. It’s just the difference between G 
J (desu) and ŒL žė (deshita) . That’s all that changes in the sentence if you were 
indicating non-past or past because non-past is Gd (desu) and past is €U 7è 
(deshita) 


Naomi: 5 € A(4=BACU/e. (Udon wa san-byaku-en deshita.) 
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